Leonard F. Hurst, Jr. was born on March 7, 1919 in Nashville, Tennessee.
After graduating from high school in 1938, Leonard found himself in the midst
of the Great Depression. Jobless, he enlisted in the CCC (Civilian Conservation
Corps), a program for unemployed youth. After two years, with his military
draft number soon up, Leonard enlisted in the U.S. Army Air Corps and served
as a Sergeant during the Second World War.

After the Japanese attack on Pearl Harbor, Sergeant Hurst was assigned to
an Air Depot Group and shipped to Australia to work at a rear echelon airplane
repair base for planes shot up in combat. After the war ended, Leonard and his

outfit found themselves in the Philippines.

Going home, Leonard took advantage of the GI bill and enrolled at Denver
University. He graduated in 1941 with a degree in Sociology. In his senior year,
Leonard met a newly enrolled Australian girl named June Williams. After six
months, they decided to marry and spent three years in Australia. Leonard
became somewhat of a celebrity, sharing his love for square dancing with the
Australians. They started their family while in Australia to include Charles,
April and Walter. After returning to Denver, Leonard worked at Ideal Cement

Company until his retirement.

Both June and Leonard Hurst were political animals. Because of their
passion and dedication to the Democratic Party, Leonard and June often hosted
"Say it with Flowers" garden parties and fund raisers in their back yard. They
hosted Gary Hart during his presidential run; U.S. Senate candidates Floyd
Haskell, Tim Wirth, and, again, Gary Hart as well as Ken Salazar; U.S.
Congresswomen Pat Schroeder and Diana DeGette; Governors Dick Lamm, Roy
Romer and Bill Ritter, and many other Democratic candidates too numerous to
list. Leonard has been a Precinct Committee Person since 1974 and was also a
District Captain. Even at 92, he rarely misses a Democratic event. June was
the Secretary of the Democratic Party of Denver. June Hurst passed away on
March 1st 2005 and we are honored that Leonard will accept this award for the
both of them.

Leonard Hurst turned 90 years old on March 21, 2009 and Governor Bill
Ritter declared it "Leonard Hurst, Jr. Day." It was one of the proudest
moments of his life. Thank you, Leonard and June Hurst, for your dedication,
patronage, and support over these many years and for sharing your back yard

with so many Democrats.



BILL RITTER, JR.
GOVERNOR

LEONARD HURST, JR. DAY
March 21, 2009

WHEREAS, Leonard F. Hurst, Jr. was born on March 7, 1919 in Nashville,
Tennessee, before moving to Colorado and graductting from Dernver's West
High School in 1938, and

WHEREAS, gfter gradudating high school, Leonard volunteered for the
Civiliem Conservation Corps (CCC), serving in the organization for two
vears, and

WHEREAS, shortly thereqfier, Leonard enlisted in the Army Air Force and
served as a Sergeant during World War 1I, and at the war's end used the
G.I Bill to enroll at the University of Denver (D), graduating with a
degree in Sociology in 1949; and

WHEREAS, while attending DO, Leonard met June Williams, an Australian
whom he would marry and start a family with in 1950, and

WHEREAS, Leonard's love for square dancing and his enthusiasm for
spreading the hobby led him to accompany his wife upon her return to
Austradia end teach Austradians the jovs of square dancing; and

WHEREAS, the State of Colorado recognizes Leonard jor his long time
good-will and longevity in our state, and thanks him for his service to our
country int both the CCC and the military;

Therefore, I, Bill Ritter, Jr., Governor of the State of Colorado, do hereby
proclaim March 21, 2009,

LEONARD HURST, JR. DAY
in the State of Colorado

GIVENunder my hand and the Executive
Seal of the Sate of Colorado, this
twentieth day of March, 2009






